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Editorial
Thank you for picking up our magazine, we hope you find it interesting.

To start our vicar, Annette, reflects on Advent and our preparations for the Christmas period. 

The theme continues with a photo article on the Holy Land following a recent visit by one of  our 
church members. 

We would ask that you look at the notice for our Christmas tree festival and consider giving us a visit 
over the weekend of  8th and 9th December to see all the trees displayed in our church.

Our centre spread contains the diary dates for church activities, Notices, Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings,
more information about Church and Future Events.

In their regular slot our Churchwardens Neal and Graham update us on what is happening with our 
church community.

Then we have included a poem to make you think. Followed by our monthly quiz answers, and a little 
something to lighten the mood.

Finally items from the past that may be of  interest or still have relevance for today.

We thank our regular and new advertisers/sponsors whose support continues to enable us to provide 
the magazine free.

Annette (Vicar)

Churches Together in New Eltham. Christmas Events
Carol singing outside the Co-op at Christmas on Saturday 15th December 11am - 12 noon
This is an open event for anyone to join in the singing/music to spread the joy of  Christmas amongst 
the local community.
There will be a collection in aid of  the ‘Action for Children’ charity.
Tea & Coffee will be available afterwards either at the Victory Assembly or at All Saints Hall.

Joint Carol Service, Sunday 16th December at 6 pm.
The Service is at the Methodist Centre and will be a mixture of  Carol singing and festive readings.



A reflection on Advent
Here we are in Advent once more.  I don’t know about you but every year Christmas and Advent 
seem to sneak up on me faster and faster. For many years I worked for WH Smith and then for 
SPCK  the Christian books shops and I gleefully unpacked; the advent calendars; the crib sets and 
stables; all the cards; and all the Christmas carols cds; priced them up, checked them off, stored them 
in the stock room, and then went on my August summer holiday. If  only I could be that prepared 
now?
I know some of  you are more organised than I; the presents are all bought; the food ordered to be 
delivered or collected; the cards written; and some even posted. You are ready to relax and enjoy the 
next few weeks; eating mince pies; singing carols; and meeting with friends and relatives.  Ooh if  only.
For most of  us we are in various stages of  preparation and have done some shopping and maybe 
some wrapping, we may even have some Christmas cards, if  not written them.
We think we are on the way to being well prepared but are we?????????//
We have the practicalities of  Christmas all wrapped up so to speak but are we ready to face the 
Christmas season emotionally and spiritually. 
It is for some the first Christmas in changed circumstances, some have faced a hell of  a lot in the past
year and this Christmas may be the first in a new place; or without a loved one; or with Children who 
are adults themselves choosing to be elsewhere. It may be that this is an unemployed Christmas or 
that the financial constraints are more acute this year than they may have been in the past.
For others the joy is magnified as relatives come from far away or there is a new child or grandchild 
to enjoy Christmas with, some will find this is their first married Christmas, and some their first 
retired Christmas. 
In Advent we traditionally look at the history of  our relationship with God as a people and look to 
the future the coming of  the kingdom and the second coming of  Christ when we will be asked to 
account for ourselves before the throne of  God, who knows all and sees all. Rather scary stuff  isn’t 
it? 
Are we ready for God’s judgement?  Are we ready to receive God’s grace?
 I remember my dad preaching at the beginning of  Advent and asking us, the congregation “What 
would you think and feel if  the second coming happened right here right now....................”

And my first thought was THANK God, then I could have a rest.............
I am quite sure that wasn’t his intention...............
Advent is a time to reflect on the coming of  Christ, both times. First just over two thousand years 
ago and for a second time sometime in the future and what that means for us today and every day.
Our Christianity shapes who we are and how we respond to the world. It is important that in all the 
preparation for ‘Christmas’ we do not lose sight of  God himself; that we do not forget that God’s 
grace is at the heart of  the Christmas season; that we need to find time to pray, to listen to God, to 
give thanks for the things we have, to think of  others, to strive to be the best we can be for God, but 
to know too that God loves us just as we are and calls us to love others just as they are. 
We reflect in Advent on the fathers, on Abraham and Moses, men who left what they knew and stuck
out for God not really knowing where that would take them but trusting all the same.
We think on the prophets, those who spoke up for God and were often ridiculed and not listened too,
they had a tough time because they heeded God’s word and were not afraid to criticise governments, 
peoples and kings.



We think on John the Baptist—he berated the people and called then to repentance, he also baptised 
and accepted those who came to him on Jesus behalf, but ultimately he lost his life because of  his 
obedience to God.
We think on Mary the mother of  God, a young girl, pregnant before marriage. She said yes to God 
knowing how hard that might be. She witnessed so much pain through her child, his rejection in the 
local synagogue, his rejection of  his family—he says I have no mother or brothers—whatever Jesus 
intention with that phrase, a mother hurts at such words, and then she is there, where else would she 
be but at the cross as he dies, we may think on Mary as humble and obedient, but she is resilient and 
loving, she is always there for Jesus and recounts her own stories for Luke’s gospel, pondering in her 
heart.
So as we move through Advent let’s take a little time to think where we may need to step out for 
God, where we may need to speak out for God, where we need to repent, and where we may need to 
say yes to God and then be resilient enough to face what that might entail. 
Rejoice that the God of  heaven came to earth in the person of  Jesus Christ but ponder too how 
serious that really is for us all.
AMEN



A Visit to the Holy Land, October 2018
I went to Israel with a very welcoming group from St. Thomas Moore Church in Dulwich.  Our tour 
was organised by Pilgrimage People and we were very well looked after.

First morning started with mass on the shore of  the Sea of  Galilee.

We returned later in the day for a boat trip across the lake.  This was, for me, the most peaceful part 
of  our visit to Israel. There were no crowds, and only a couple of  small boats on the water.  

We visited Bethlehem University and met some of  the students. The mosaic is one of  many in their 
chapel, and shows English child martyrs.



Next photo is taken from the roof  of  the university looking over Bethlehem.

There was a visit to the Lagee youth centre at the Aida refugee camp in Bethlehem. We watched 
children playing music on traditional instruments, singing and dancing.  They looked surprisingly 
happy! We were told about life there, with limited and unreliable water and power supplies and 
overcrowding and little employment.

Graffiti showing a key is everywhere.  Families who lost their homes in 1948 still hold on to their 
keys and hope to return.  More families are still being moved from their homes and land today as the 
boundaries are moved.  Bethlehem is a walled city with strict border controls.



View of  Jerusalem, looking across a valley full of  white stone tombs.

Moslem window in the Upper Room (site of  the Last Supper). The building is also sacred to 
Moslems and Jews as the tomb of  King David is on ground floor. Our guide thought that was 
probably why the building was never destroyed when this part of  Jerusalem was Moslem.

Cynthia Peacock



New Eltham Gives to
Demelza

All Saints Church
Bercta Road
New Eltham

Christmas tree
festival

8th & 9th  December
9.00am -6pm



Diary Dates for December 2018

Saturday 1st 10.00-12.00 am Parish Office
Sunday 2nd      ADVENT

10.00 am Holy Communion
   4.00 pm Christingle & Advent Service
Monday 3rd   5.00 pm All Saints Junior Choir Club
Wednesday 5th   6.30 pm Evening Prayer
Thursday 6th 11.00 am Holy Communion 
Friday 7th 10.00 am-6 pm  placing Christmas trees 

  7.00-8.00 pm Christmas tree reception
Saturday and Sunday 10.00 am-6 pm Christmas tree festival
Sunday 9th  10.00 am Holy Communion

12.00-6.00 pm Christmas tree festival
Monday 10th   9.30 am -12.00 Dulverton School Carol Service
Wednesday 12th   6.30 pm Evening Prayer
Thursday 13th 11.00 am Holy Communion 
Saturday 15th 10.00 am Carol singing outside Co Op
Sunday 16th  10.00 am Holy Communion with Nativity

  6.00 pm CTNE Carol Service at New Eltham Methodist 
Monday 17th   9.30-11.30 St Olaves Rehearsal

12.30-4.00 pm Wyborne Rehearsal
Tuesday 18th   9.30 – 11.30 St Olaves Rehearsal

  7.00 pm St Olaves Carol Service
Wednesday 19th 12.00-4.00 pm Wyborne School 

  6.30 pm Evening Prayer
Thursday  20th   11.00 am Holy Communion
Sunday 23rd 10.00 am Holy Communion – last day of  Advent
Monday 24th   4.00 pm Crib service – Christmas Eve

11.30 pm Midnight Mass – Christmas Eve
Monday  25th   10.00 am Family Communion for Christmas Day
Thursday 27th  11.00 am Holy Communion 
Sunday 30th Dec 10.00 am Holy Communion followed by mince pies & Sherry at the 

vicarage 



Parish Pump
Weddings 
16th November, Amy Dixon & Sean Longhurst

Funerals
4th November, David A. Quinnell

100 Club
The October prize was won by Victoria Wainwright and the November prize was won by Betty 
Macdonald

Quiz Results.
The October Quiz prize of  £14 was won by Rita Mather, whose entry was picked from the correct 
entries.

Monthly Charity.
This month we are raising money for The Children’s Society, supporting vulnerable children. Please 
place your donations in the wall safe by the main entrance, or support the Fair Trade Café on 
Wednesdays, whose profits go towards our monthly charity. Thank you for your support.

The Real Advent Calendar
These will be available for sale or to order at £3.99.  A great way to remind children (and adults) of  the
real meaning of  Christmas as well as providing some yummy Fairtrade chocolate! Please contact Ruth 
Fancett to place your order.

Church Events: 
Sunday, 2 December.  10.00 am Holy Communion.  With the Christingle and Advent Service at 
4.00 pm
Over the weekend of  7th - 9th December will be the Christmas tree festival. The Church will be 
open at the following times:
Friday evening:  6.30pm to 8.00 pm.  
Saturday and Sunday: 10.00 am to 6.00 pm.
Please join in, come along with your tree and decorations.
For further information please contact Rev’d Annette.

Future Events
Sunday 20th January 2019, 10 am, CTNE Joint Service for Christian Unity at All Saints.



Churchwardens’ Corner
Developments at All Saints
In the June edition of  this Magazine we promised that we would keep you in touch with a number of  
key developments that are being taken in preparation for the implementation of  All Saints two-year 
Mission Plan from 1/1/19 – 31/12/20. As we approach the end of  our first six months as 
churchwardens we thought it would be worthwhile to take stock of  those developments to try to 
counter the accusation of  “what do the Churchwardens ever do for us???!!!” Answer - not a lot, but 
we know many who do! 
i) Creation of  a new Website
Our new website was launched in August with the overriding aim of  giving a strong visual sense of  
the friendly, welcoming, community-focused church that All Saints is. The website is still very much a 
work in progress and more improvements are planned for 2019.
ii) Proposal to pilot the role of  a paid part-time administrator 
The PCC is currently progressing the idea of  piloting the role of  a paid part-time administrator using 
the Vestry as an office for three mornings a week. The role is intended to take on and streamline 
some of  the administrative functions of  ASNE. As the Diocese has said we want our clergy to be 
able to focus more on Ministry and less on administration.
iii) Establishing Teams
A total of  eight Teams have now been established covering a wide range of  activities within All 
Saints. Building Teams to carry out Ministry is better for the health of  the incumbent and the 
parish ran the headline in a Church Times article on 20 July which is exactly what we are doing as we 
seek to transform All Saints “from a community gathered round a Minister to a ministering 
community”. 
iv) Disabled toilets implementation
As many of  you will know and thanks in particular to the huge commitment of  Peter and Bob, the 
works to provide DDA compliant toilets in the Church Hall will now begin towards the end of  
January 2019. A significant step in improving the facilities offered to the Parish.
v) Church cleaning and de-cluttering 
The church windows, both inside and outside, are now being cleaned on a regular basis and further 
improvements are being planned especially to the areas that you see when you first enter the church.
vi) A new all-singing all-dancing colour photo-copier!

vii) The development of  the Monk’s Garden where Gardener No 1 can often be found growing 
plants to sell and making compost for the Memorial Gardens!
Saturday 1st December – Garden Working Party 
A special thank you to Peter, James, Betty, Roberta, Richard and our latest and youngest recruit, 
Matthew, who brought his very own bespoke wheelbarrow, who all helped to tidy and plant our 
Memorial Area in readiness for Remembrance Sunday.
We have made much progress this year in improving our maintenance of  the Memorial Gardens but 
the winter months are especially important for ensuring that we build on that progress. 
So please join us from 10.00 to 1.00 on 1st December where in addition to the teas, coffees and hot 
dogs served by gastro-chefs, Evergreen Evelyn and Bonny Brenda, you will also have the opportunity 
to gently warm up with our resident exercise guru, James, my nephew!!! 
We wish you a very happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year
Graham & Neal



May God Bless You
May God bless you with discomfort
At easy answers, half-truths and superficial relationships,
So that you may live deep within your heart

May God Bless you with anger
At injustice, oppression and exploitation of  people,
So that you may work for justice, freedom and peace.

May God bless you with tears
To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war,
So that you may reach out your hand to comfort them, 
To turn their pain to joy.

And may God bless you with enough foolishness
To believe that you can make a difference in the world,
So that you can do what others claim cannot be done,
To bring justice and kindness to all God’s wonderful children.



Answers to the November Quiz sheet
How well do you know your traditional Nursery Rhymes?

  1. Who cut off  their tails with a carving knife?                                                       The Farmer’s 
Wife  
  2. Who sat in a corner?                                                                                          Little Jack Horner
  3. Who stepped in a puddle right up to his middle?                                                             Dr. Foster
  4. What was white as snow?                                                                                           Mary’s Lamb
  5. Who had arachnophobia?                                                                                   Little Miss Muffet
  6. What was wrapped up in a £5 note?                                                                     Honey & Money
  7. Where would you find cockle shells?                                                                        Mary’s Garden
  8. Who was going to the fair?                                                                                        Simple Simon
  9. Who could eat no lean?                                                                                        Jack Spratt’s wife
10. Who made the girls cry?                                                                                           Georgie 
Porgie
11. Who ran about in a nightgown?                                                                         Wee Willie Winkie
12. What were in the corn?                                                                                                            Cows
13. What jumped over the moon?                                                                                            The Cow
14. What was for the dame?                                                                                                             One
15. How many were going to St. Ives?                                                                                             One
16. Whose son stole a pig?                                                                                    Tom the piper’s son
17. What are little boys made of?                                                  Frogs & snails & puppy-dogs tails
18. Complete: With rings on her fingers and…                                                           Bells on her toes
19. What was in the pot 9 days old?                                                                               Pease Pudding
20. Who ascended for H2O?                                                                                     Jack and Jill

Smile Lines
Baby on way
999 Caller: “Help! My wife has gone into labour and her contractions are four minutes apart!”
999 Operator: “Is this her first child?”
999 Caller: “Of  course not, you idiot! This is her husband!”
Good Husband
Military men should make ideal husbands—they’re in good health, they can cook, sew, and make beds, 
and they’re already accustomed to taking orders.
Hear our prayer?
A five-year old said grace at family dinner one night. “Dear God, thank you for these pancakes…” 
When he concluded, his parents asked him why he thanked God for pancakes when they were eating 
chicken. “I wanted to see if  He was paying attention tonight.”



From the Archives – we do not have a December magazine for 1938, however the following extracts from Mr 
Pond’s archive book for 1938 may be of  interest.

BUILDING WORK
Reviewing the material accomplishments of  the past year, there was much to be thankful for.
The building of  the West End
Concreting the land between the Church and the Hall
Making a ramp path from the Hall path to the Church West End Door

CHILDREN’S ALTAR
A faculty was obtained for a Children’s Altar. The Altar stood in the Children’s Corner in the West 
End of  the Church when not required for a service. Every Sunday at 10am there was a sung 
Children’s Eucharist service in the Nave, the Children’s Altar being placed on the Chancel steps.

BOUNDARY FENCE
The Church Council agreed for a new fence 161 ft 4 inches long, dividing (what is now the Garden 
of  Remembrance) and the first garden in Bercta Road. For a chain link fencing on iron posts 
including fixing costs £13 8s.

There was no entry in the “Church Logbook” for December 1978.

Historical Notes: All the above mentioned items (or parts thereof) can still be found in the church and 
grounds today.

We hope to provide “snippets” from the relevant month of  80 and 40 years ago.


