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Editorial 
Dear Friends  
Welcome to our summer edition of  the magazine  
We have reduced this once more to quarterly, but this enables us to keep the magazine free for 
all. 
We have been fortunate to be in touch with an organisation which is helping refugees from 
Ukraine and ultimately from further afield, they are able to come to church and collect clothing, 
toiletries and other things from our church and others are able to give what they have too. We 
also have continued with our cash collection for Ukraine giving just short of  £400 so far.  
This also helps us to have church open and available for those who need it, several mornings a 
week, this is also meaning that there is access to church for all.  
Along with the quiz answers and a look at the history of  our church there are the usual dates and 
parish pump information too. 
Please do see our website for what is happening week to week. 
www.allsaintsneweltham.org.uk. 
God Bless 
Annette (Vicar) 

The Pilot Psalm 
The Lord is my Pilot; I shall not drift 
He leadeth me across dark waters. He steareth me in deep channels. 
He keepeth my Log. 
He guideth me by the star of  holiness. For His name’s sake. 
Yea though I sail amid the thunders and tempests of  life, 
I will dread no danger. 
For Thou art near me; Thy love and thy care they shelter me. 
Thou preparest a harbour before me in the homeland of  eternity; 
Thou anointest the waves with oil, my ship rideth calmly 
Surely sunlight and starlight shall favour me on the voyage I take 
And I will rest in the port of  my God for ever. 
Captain John H Roberts 1874 

http://www.allsaintsneweltham.org.uk


Highlights from the APCM reports. (full text available on request) 
Wardens Fabric Report 
Donation device: The PCC has purchased a CollectTin donation device for contactless debit or 
credit card donations to be made. It is at the back of  church, please do use it when making 
donations when you can and encourage others to do so too. 
We are looking to have an online giving facility on our website, Facebook, and in Church, e.g. a 
URL link to online giving as well as the now familiar QR code. 
WiFi: The Church is now WiFi enabled. This addition to our digital facilities enables the 
CollecTin donation device to be used over WiFi.  
We are looking to stream services etc. using this facility, to enable us to keep in touch with 
church members and the community, especially with services during important times of  the 
Christian year. 
Church Organ: During the past year we have experienced some problems with the church organ. 
Following a visit to tune and maintain the organ, some issues were revealed regards the inside of  
the Swell soundboard. 
To repair this is viewed as a major job. We have been quoted £9,650.00 plus VAT for this work 
to be carried out and is fixed until 31st December 2022. 
The Peace Garden Project: On land that runs from outside the Lady Chapel at All Saints to the back 
of  the Vicarage Garden. 
During the second half  of  2021 we managed to make a first clearance of  the whole site. We also 
started to clear a large dilapidated shed. 
During the first five months of  2022 the core gardening team, supported by other volunteers 
have started to make the Peace Garden a reality. 
Drains: The drains around the church had been inspected as part of  the Church’s last 
Quinquennial inspection. Remedial work was completed in October last year. The cost of  the 
work came to nearly £19,000, which was met by the insurers. ASNE only had to pay the £1,000 
policy excess. 
Financial Report 
After a year of  significantly reduced activities due to the pandemic and lockdown, the church has 
seen a gradual return to normality. But still well below pre-pandemic times. As expected, 
payments were still in excess of  income by over £2,000 on the general fund. Restricted funds 
increased by £3,000. It is expected that increases in the cost of  living and energy prices will put 
pressure on finances over the next couple of  years. 



Churches together in New Eltham (CTNE) 
Twenty one adults and three children representing three of  our churches took part in the Walk 
of  Witness on Good Friday. The walk ended at the Methodist centre where refreshments were 
provided. We were also approached by another Church who wished to join CTNE.  

All are invited to our next event which is: 

 

Bob Avery, Secretary, Churches Together in New Eltham (CTNE) 



Asian Festival All Saints Church, New Eltham 
Background 
For over 120 years, All Saints Church of  England has served the community of  New Eltham 
through its services of  worship, through its community hall, and through its surrounding 
memorial gardens, filled with roses and flowers. 
In November each year, adults and children of  all ages gather around our Memorial Area for the 
Annual Service of  Remembrance; in times of  national appeal our church has always been a 
home for donations of  clothing, food and other essentials. 
In recent months the need to embrace cultural diversity has never seemed so urgent; our Asian 
Festival has evolved from that need in what we hope will be the first of  many annual open days 
celebrating different cultures. 
Objectives  

− To celebrate cultural diversity in the community 
− To introduce cultural diversity to children through a range of  activities  
− To build on and strengthen the growing diversity within our community.  

Date, Time and Place 
Saturday 16th of  July 2022, from 10.00 am to 17.00 pm 
All Saints Church, Hall and gardens 
22 Bercta Road 
New Eltham 
SE9 3TZ 
Proposed Activities 
There are three main places for different activities during the festival which are: 
1. In the surrounding Gardens (weather permitting) 

− Cultural performances (music, dance, singing/choir, traditional clothing show) 
− Children’s games from different places in Asia  
−  Food / Bric-a- brac and other stalls (1 long table & 2 chairs for each stall will be 

available) 
(Please note: There is no charge for stalls but a donation would be welcome which will 
go towards the running costs of  the Festival). 

2. In the Church’s Community Hall 
− Stalls for food & bric-a-brac etc., (1 long table & 2 chairs will be available) 
− Exhibition (e.g. of  books, photos, handicrafts) representing Asian culture 

3. Inside the Church  
− Table for exhibiting bible and hymn books of  various Asian languages (might have a quiz 

on guessing the language of  a particular bible) 
− Exhibition/presentation on different subjects on Asia 
− Adult or School children choir singing Asian songs 
− Children Storytelling on orang utan with the message of  ‘caring for others’ 
− Asian traditional music performances 

*** 
Contacts details: 
Liston Siregar (Festival’s Coordinator) 
editor@ceritanet.com 
07745 389 064 
Neal Long (Churchwarden) 
neal.long@btinternet.com 
Graham Dix  (Churchwarden) 
grahamwdix@hotmail.com 

mailto:editor@ceritanet.com
mailto:neal.long@btinternet.com
mailto:grahamwdix@hotmail.com


 



Vera Owen 
Vera was born in Wales and was extremely proud of  her Welsh heritage. She was one of  four 
children with two brothers and a sister. Her father was originally a miner but got a job in London 
and the whole family moved to Islington. 
She was a great cross-country runner and joined the TA. It was here she met Steve, they both 
worked for the General Post Office, both being high up in the management stakes, they married 
in 1960. 
Steve’s mum often accompanied them on their many many holidays. They really did like to travel. 
You name a place and I expect they have been there. Vera loved a cruise and the one they 
planned but never happened was the QE2 to New York. 
Her great nieces have shared some of  their memories 
Stephanie says: Our auntie Vera was determined to not show her age. She was exceedingly nosey 
and never wanted to be left out of  anything, including be taught how to twerk by young men at 
my wedding. She was 86 at the time. When told she shouldn’t drink jagerbombs because the red 
bull would cause havoc with her pacemaker she said “well I won’t have the red bull, just the 
jägermister”. She was definitely the life and soul of  any party, and always left a lasting 
impression.  
I have lovely memories as a child of  spending time with her during the summer holidays. We 
would take it in turns each year to stay will her for a couple of  day and she would spoil us rotten. 
There was definitely far too much ice cream and Victoria sponge (which was her speciality) for 
young children and I will never forget our trip to the millennium dome.  
Claire says: I asked the children what they thought and together we felt we wanted it to be 
highlighted that she was a very kind, generous and loving lady. She loved her family very much, 
and we loved her. 
As a child, I remember visiting her and her husband Steve and playing in their beautiful garden, I 
remember the sweet peas growing along the fence and being sent home with bags full of  freshly 
picked green beans. In later years after Steve’s death, when visiting Vera we would also return 
home with a boot full of  treasures from her various trips, or more often her visits to church 
jumble sales where she would delight in buying all sorts of  ‘useful’ items that would be passed on 
to us. Not to mention the various beautiful knitted cardies that either she had made herself, or 
with help from friends. 
In recent years these had become more and more eccentric as she picked up bags full of  
flamboyant eighties style cardigans from the church fairs for our children. My son, Torben, is 
quite the fan and his eclectic collection of  lary cardies is well appreciated in our circle of  friends. 
Vera would visit my mum and dad at Christmas, I think we were all adults at this time returning 
from university or wherever, but I have fond memories of  sitting with Vera in my parents 
kitchen and peeling vegetables on Christmas morning. There were lots of  family meals and 
parties besides, all with silliness and laughter with one time Vera laughing so hard her false teeth 
shot across the room. Another time we taught Vera what a tequila slammer was, none of  us has 
ever forgotten the moment she knocked back her shot without blinking. 
Alison says: My only thing to add was how much of  an impact Auntie Vera had on our wider 
group of  friends. Over the last 10 years the three of  us sisters have gotten married, and Vera has 
attended the weddings. She had made a big impression on our group of  friends. So much, so 
that even 10 years on people were still asking how she was getting on. 
Vera faith was as strong as ever. She first came to All Saints asking for confirmation, although 
she was a Baptist at the time. She had been at Jenny’s church and felt that she should be 
confirmed. After that she committed to All Saints wholeheartedly. She was at almost everything 
and joined in with everything too. 
She nearly missed her own confirmation as she booked a cruise, however the person she was 
going with was ill and she was confirmed here. Vera lived life to the full, she belonged to a great 



many groups Sidara being one and Wednesdays sewing group here. She was always appearing in 
something new to wear and casually letting slip “oh I made this”. I especially remember a bright 
red coat.  
Vera also loved baking and contributed many a cake to any sale or social that we had. My sons 
both loved her lemon drizzle in particular. 
Vera missed Steve terribly, but she didn’t let that hold her back.  
She loved younger people many of  whom struggled to keep up. She also like a G and T and 
from what we have just heard, a Jägermeister 
All God asks of  any of  us is live life to the full and love those around us. Vera did just that she 
gave life a good shake and came out the other side laughing. Steve will be there to greet her and 
GOD too. 
Thank you Vera for being a part of  all our lives 



Diary Dates for June 2022 
Saturday 4th   10.00-12.00 noon Church Open 

Sunday 5th   PENTECOST 
   10.00 am  Holy Communion        
    2.30 pm Service of  Commemoration for the Queens Platinum   
    Jubilee. Followed by Afternoon Tea 
Tuesday 7th    11.00 am  Holy Communion  

Wednesday 8th      10.30-12.00  FairTrade Café 

Saturday 11th   10.00-12.00 noon Church Open 

Sunday 12th   TRINITY SUNDAY 
   10.00 am  Holy Communion 

Tuesday 14th     11.00 am  Holy Communion 

Saturday 18th   10.00-12.00 noon Church Open 

Sunday 19th   10.00 am  Holy Communion 

Tuesday 21st    11.00 am  Holy Communion 

Wednesday 22nd      10.30-12.00  FairTrade Café 

Saturday 25th   10.00-12.00 noon Church Open 

Sunday 26th  10.00 am  Holy Communion  

Tuesday 28th   11.00 am  Holy Communion 

Diary Dates for July 2022 
Saturday 2nd   10.00-12.00 noon Church Open 

Sunday 3rd   10.00 am  Holy Communion 
   12.00 am  Baptism Ellie Graham 

Tuesday 5th   11.00 am  Holy Communion  

Saturday 9th   10.00-12.00 noon Church Open 

Sunday 10th    10.00 am  Holy Communion with William David 

Tuesday 12th   11.00 am  Holy Communion 

Wednesday 13th      10.30-12.00  FairTrade Café 

Saturday 16th   10.00-5.00 pm   Asian Festival 

Sunday 17th  10.00 am  Holy Communion 

Tuesday 19th  11.00 am  Holy Communion 

Saturday 23rd   10.00-12.00 noon Church Open 

Sunday 24th   10.00 am  Holy Communion 



Tuesday 26th      11.00 am  Holy Communion  

Wednesday 27th      10.30-12.00  FairTrade Café 

Saturday 30th   10.00-12.00 noon Church Open 

Sunday 31st   10.00 am  Holy Communion 

Diary Dates for August 2022 
Sunday 7th   10.00 am  Holy Communion 
        2.00 pm  Baptism 

Wednesday 10th      10.30-12.00  FairTrade Café 

Sunday 14th   10.00 am  Holy Communion with John Francis Friendship 

Sunday 21st   10.00 am  Service of  the word  

Wednesday 24th      10.30-12.00  FairTrade Café 

Sunday 28th   10.00 am  Holy Communion 

Do please check our website for any immediate changes. 



Parish Pump 
Weddings 
14th May, Conner Stretton and Maisie Walker.  
Baptisms 
1st May, Grayson Terrelong. 
6th May, Chloe Voller. 
Funerals 
13th May, Vera Owen. 
100 Club. 
The April prize of  £175.00 was won by Paul Lawal. The May prize of£35 was won by Peter 
French. 

Quiz Results. 
The March Quiz prize of  £14.50 was won by someone who completed the quiz for church 
funds. The April Quiz prize of  £12.00 was won by Lily Hutchins. The winning entries were 
picked from all the entries with the correct answers received. 
Fair Trade Café 
The FairTrade Cafés take place in the Savage Room in the Hall, from 10.30 to 12 noon on 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays of  the month. Profits go to the monthly charity. 
Monthly Charity 
Our monthly charity for June is the Ukraine Appeal 
The monthly Charity for July and August is the Avery Hill & Mottingham Foodbank. 
Future Events 
June, Praying with art, through art and using art with Fred Fielder (Artist). 
Thursday 1st to Saturday 3rd September, Diocesan Conference Bacons College 



Modern Mayoralty? 
It was the incoming Labour Government of  1997 who brought in legislation to “Modernise” 
Local Government. 
This Act of  Parliament appeared on the statute book in 1999 giving the go-ahead for any local 
authority to choose a new way of  delivering services to its public. 
I worked for a Local Authority which seized this opportunity, but to change the Council’s way of  
delivering its manifesto a referendum was held giving people the option to remain, or to change. 
The people of  the borough chose to change, through the ballot paper. 
Some Councils remained with the status quo others seized the chance to follow a different path. 
The new style of  governance gave power to an ‘elected Mayor’, not a civic Mayor. 
The Mayor along with his/her cabinet has the responsibility to deliver on the manifesto and to 
“modernise” Local Government. Mayors had power but a new committee — entitled “overview 
and scrutiny” was part of  the package to monitor and had checks on the path set out by the 
Mayor and his/her cabinet. It could overturn decisions by the Mayor!! Since the legislation many 
other Councils were convinced of  an ‘elected Mayor’. 
Big cities such as Manchester and Birmingham chose this new style of  delivering services to the 
community. 
The new way of  working speeded up the decision-making process, as, for too long, Councils had 
the reputation of  being slow and ponderous on the way they delivered services to their local 
community. The new style needed time to “bed in” but at least people knew who to go to if  they 
were not satisfied —the Mayor!! So he/she had to be accessible and of  course it the local 
community were not happy with the running of  their Council, every four years local elections 
take place and people vote accordingly. To remain or want a change. 
The role of  all the other Councillors should be recognised, usually two or three Councillors 
represent a part of  their borough. Again, every four years you have the opportunity to vote and 
so change the complexity of  the borough. 
Standing Yourself  
As long as you live in a borough you can join a political party and stand for election, but you 
must reside in the borough in which you are standing as a candidate. 
If  and when elected you will be expected to attend meetings, hold a regular surgery and deal with 
any constituents issues or problems. Issues abound!! 
Once a Councillor you do receive a remuneration, it is not huge but is a reflection of  the 
commitment you are undertaking as a local councillor. 
It’s a three pronged responsibility. The Council, the community and the manifesto on which you 
were elected. Some councillors endure a term of  office (4 years) and do not stand for office 
again others relish the role and stay for many years, seeking re-election. 
So food for thought, whatever councils adopt as their “motto”, we should be very grateful we 
live in a democracy that gives the “people” the power to determine who they want to run their 
local Council. Long may it continue. 
Derek Johnson. 



Traditional start to All Saints Easter Service outside church 

 
Photo opportunity after All Saints Easter Service 

 

Recipe For Love 
Ingredients 

1 Cup of  Romance 
1 Pinch of  Humour 
2 Spoons full of  Joy 
1 lb of  Compatibility 

3 Tablespoons of  Trust 
1 Cup of  Respect 
1/2lb of  Sharing 

1 Zest of  Tenderness 
And 3/4 Cup of  Patience! 

Simon 



Answers to the April Quiz sheet 
Can you find the names of  these places in the UK? 

  1. In which English county would you find St. Michael’s Mount?                                 Cornwall                      
  2. In which national park is Yes Tor?                                                                          Dartmoor 
  3. The Isle of  Sheppy is part of  which English county?                                                        
Kent 
  4. Portland Bill is connected by road to which resort?                                               Weymouth 
  5. Gibraltar Point is situated to the south of  which east-coast resort?                           
Skegness 
  6. In which English city would you find The Shambles?                                                      York 
  7. In which English seaside resort are The Lanes?                                                        Brighton 
  8. The Needles can be found on which island?                                                      Isle of  Wight 
  9. In which county is Chepstow?                                                         Monmouthshire/Gwent 
10. In which English county is Alnwick?                                                           
Northumberland 
11. Dublin is the capital of  which Irish province?                                                            Leinster 
12. Where in Britain would you find Lewis with Harris?                                      Outer Hebrides 
13. Fairfield Halls are in which London borough?                                                           Croyden 
14. In which English county is the Fylde peninsula?                                                    Lancashire 
15. Leith is the port of  which city?                                                                              Edinburgh 
16. In which county is the cathedral city of  Wells?                                                         Somerset 
17. In which county is Stonehenge?                                                                                Wiltshire 
18. Which Essex resort is ‘on the Naze’?                                                                           Walton 
19. In which English county is Ashdown Forest?                                                      East Sussex 
20. The town of  Llanberis is at the foot of  which mountain?                                         
Snowdon 

Answers to the May Quiz sheet 
A selection of  religion related general knowledge 

  1. Whose wife was turned into a pillar of  salt (Genesis 19)?                                                   Lot 
  2. Which building is the principal residence of  the Archbishop of  Canterbury? 
                                                                                                                          Lambeth Palace 
  3. Which nun won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979?                                             Mother Teresa 
  4. Who was Britain’s first Christian martyr?                                                                  St. Alban 
  5. Where is the Sistine Chapel?                                                                                The Vatican 
  6. What is the fifth book of  the New Testament?                                                         The Acts 
  7. What is the name given to the month of  Muslim fasting?                                        Ramadan 
  8. In which city is the Wailing Wall?                                                                            Jerusalem 
  9. Lake Tiberias is the modern name for which Biblical sea?                         The Sea of  
Galilee 
10. According to medieval Christian legend, what did Jesus drink from at the Last Supper? 
                                                                                                                            The Holy Grail 
11. Which order of  monks maintain a vow of  silence?                                                     
Trappist 
12. What is the second book in the Old Testament?                                                         Exodus 
13. Which cathedral has the tallest spire in England?                                                      Salisbury 
14. Which Benedictine monk is credited with inventing champagne?                    Dom Perignon 
15. Who is the patron saint of  travellers?                                                              St. 
Christopher 



16. According to the song, how many days of  Christmas are there?                                            
12 
17. Which Hindu festival means ‘garland of  lamps’?                                                           Diwali 
18. In which ship did the Pilgrim Fathers sail?                                                             Mayflower 
19. What is the first day of  Lent?                                                                        Ash Wednesday 
20. What string of  beads is used in Catholic prayer?                                                           
Rosary 



From the Archives — snippet from the June magazine of  1942, price twopence 
SOCIALISM AND THE GOOD LIFE 

By Canon S. Jack Marriott. 
In his criticism of  the Bishop of  Bristol, the Rev. Mervyn Stockwood asserts that his own 
position is that contained in the statement of  Mr Victor Gollancz: “To supersede capitalism by 
socialism is the essential condition for the good life.” That seems to me a perniciously dangerous 
and heretical statement. To begin with it is contradicted by the ensuing proviso, “But it will not 
in itself  ensure the good life.” The production of  that good life is the one essential duty of  every 
Christian priest and layman. Since therefore the change from capitalism to socialism will not 
ensure it, how can Mr. Stockwood claim it is essential? That it will remove many obstacles to the 
good life and tend towards the restoration of  justice and fellowship may be rightly claimed, but 
that it may also lead to the abolition of  freedom and religion, as Soviet Russia shows, is also a 
possibility: If  achieved at this moment in this country it would be more likely to produce an 
extension of  that spirit of  secularism and irreligion which expresses itself  in the ceaseless pursuit 
of  cheap amusement, because larger numbers would have the wherewithal to satisfy their desires. 

But the most dangerous part of  this statement is its implication. If  the supersession of  
capitalism by socialism is essential to the good life, then the nature of  man and his life is decided 
by economic factors, which is exactly what Karl Marx teaches and what Jesus Christ denies. 

The fact that Christian social reformers are working for an order characterised by economic 
justice, and that Marx also seeks that end, does not justify the teaching of  Marxianism under the 
cloak of  Christianity. That is where the issue is being dangerously confused to-day, and the chief  
danger lies in the misrepresentation of  Christianity itself. Our Lord refuses to give to money the 
importance which socialism and capitalism alike ascribe to it. 

There is a big difference between the service of  Christ and the use of  Christianity to achieve 
certain economic ends. 

I have the less hesitation in drawing attention to this insidious danger because I believe that 
capitalism has come to an end through its own inherent evils, and I, like many others, will be 
heartily glad to see it go. But I do not regard socialism as a gospel of  inevitable salvation. 

Notes: We have included the ‘Socialism’ piece from 1942 as it is associated with Rev. Mervyn 
Stockwood, whom one of  the blocks of  flats behind the church is named after. 

—snippets from the August magazine of  1942, price twopence 
GIFT DAY 

Result to date, £42. 
Over 200 of  our people have contributed to this result. It is not too late to add your bit. Please 
take an envelope or put your contributions in the Gift Day Box for the Boiler Fund in Church. 
Mrs. Ashworth kindly organised a Whist Drive, which resulted in another £5, so we are on the 
way to the first £50. 
The Church Council has ordered the new boiler. The cost of  £119, plus charges for fixing, etc. 
Mr. Graves is working out a scheme for the sale of  6d. stamps. Please look out for this and ask 
for some stamps to sell. 
How about reaching £100 towards the cost before the winter? No one wants to be cold! To keep 
warm, ‘put your hands in your pockets.’ But don’t leave them there. 
Many thanks to all who have helped. 

MAGAZINE COVER 



We regret that owing to the need for economy in paper, we have not been able to bring our 
cover up-to-date. We are still using up the stocks prepared before the changes were made. 
Please note: Hall Secretary, Mr. Parfitt, 165, Green Lane. ‘Phone Eltham 3314. 

The “Church Logbook” for June 1982 records: 
10 candidates were presented for confirmation at the Sub-Deanery Service in St. John’s Eltham. 

We hope to provide “snippets” from the relevant months of  80 and 40 years ago. 


